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ANNUAL  R5F0RT  OF  THE  I-EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

VITAL  AND  OTHER  STATISTICS 


Area 


The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Street  is  3;  600  acres. 


Population 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year  population  of  I960  was  6,420. 
Occupations 

The  principal  occupations  are  shoemaking,  the  manufacture  of  leatheiv 
board  and  animal  feeding  stuffs,  egg  packing  ,  glove  making  and  agriculture. 


Vit^  Statistics  and  Causes  of  Death  -  See  Appendix  "A" 
Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 

No  infectious  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 
Cases  of  Tuberculosis  resident  in  Street 


1 


Respiratory  . . 

Non-re spiratory  , . . 

•  •  • 

0  •  * 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1< 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Primary  . 

0*0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

137 

"  under  2  years 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

115 

Reinforcing  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1l6 

Whopping  Cough  Immunisa.tion 

Under  1  year  , . , 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

96 

Age  1-2 

*  •  * 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

19 

Total  -  123 

Vaccination 

Primary 

0  •  • 

0*0 

0  0  0 

91 

Re-Vaccination 

0  0* 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 

Under  1  year  , , . 

0*0 

*00 

*00 

64 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Children  born  1943-60 

0*0 

0*0 

0  0  0 

132 

"  "  1933-42 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

52 

Under  40  ago  group 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

339 

Over  40  and  priority  groups 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

4 

Reinforcing  , , . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

711 

Total  number  of  persons  vaccinated  in  district  over  2,  500 

The  County  Health  Department  still  refuse  to  provide  smallpox  vaccinatioi 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  take  up  too  much  of  the 
staff's  time.  It  would  probably  only  take  up  72  minutes  a  year. 

Children  at  about  the  age  of  five  can  now  receive  tetanus  immunisation 
combined  with  the  reinforcing  diphtheria  immunisation  and  the  second  and  third 
injections  of  tetanus  toxoid  can  be  given  afterwards  by  the  family  doctor. 

The  testing  of  babies  routinely  for  phenylketonuria  will  be  commenced 
early  in  1961, 

District  Nursing 

There  are  four  full-time  nurses  and  one  part-time  nurse  covering 
the  area  and  there  has  been  a  pupil  midwife  all  the  year. 


1. 


(1 )  Maternity  Care 


Home  confinements  attended  • .  •  « . «  ...  • . «  76 

Doctors  ante-natal  clinics  attended  .  « . «  « . «  96 

Home  ante-natal  visits  , . ,  • . .  . .  822 

There  were  eight  Relaxation  Classes  of  six  lessons  each  run  by  the 
Glastonbury  and  Street  nurses  during  the  yeaf# 

It  is  desirous  that  mothers  booked  for  confinements  at  Butleigh 
Hospital  should  attend  a  midwives  clinic  there  two  or  three  times  before 
delivery  in  order  to  get  to  know  the  midwives  at  the  hospital*  At  present 
they  have  no  opportunity  of  meeting  them  until  the  confinement. 


(2)  Health  Visiting  at  Home 

Children  aged  0  -  1  year 

II  11  1  _  p>  " 

"  "  2  -  5  " 


•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

1,120 

•  •  • 

4*9 

4  0  0 

4  4  4 

403 

•  •  • 

4  9  0 

4  9  9 

4  4  4 

883 

(3)  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 


No, of  openings  during  year  with  doctor  , , , 
"  "  "  "  "  vd.thout  doctor  , 

Children  born  in  1 960  attending  ...  ... 

tl  II  II  IQRQ  II 

lyp/ 

"  "  ’’  1955-58  "  . 

Total  attendances  by  children  under  1  year 
"  "  "  "  1-2  years  ... 

"  "  "  "  2— 5  "  ... 


Children  examined  by  doctor  « , . 
Medical  consultations  , . . 
Children  immunised  . . . 


39 

12 

112 

S3 

113 

1,297 

334 

496 

80 

107 

34 


,C4)  School  Medical  Inanections  -  (including  Walton,  Compton  &  Meare) 

Attendances  at  School  Medical  Inspections  -  46 

"  "  Polio  Vaccination  sessions  -  1 5 

"  "  B.  C.G.  (T.B.  )  Vaccination  -  6 


(5)  General  Nursing  Visits  -  5,628 
Home  Help  Service 

30  persons,  mostly  elderly,  were  assisted  during  the  year.  The  public 
generally  is  unaware  of  the  excellent  service  rendered  to  the  sick  by  the  Heme 
Helps  wl}0  are  often  required  to  exorcise  a  vast  amount  of  patience,  kindness, 
energy  and  good  humour. 

The  County  Council  should  be  prepared  to  spend  more  on  this  service  in 
this  district  rather  than  follow  their  present  policy  of  trying  to  economise  on 
the  helps’  working  hours. 

The  work  of  Home  Helps  could  often  be  eased  if  older  patients  would 
use  electric  rather  than  coal  fires. 

Mass  Radiography  Service 

The  unit  did  not  visit  the  district  during  the  year. 


Ambulance  Service 

It  is  desirable  that  a  nurse  shall  be  with  women  stretcher  patients 
travelling  to  hospital  -  the  journey  can  be  embarrassing  if  only  a  male  ambulance 
attendant  is  present. 
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Greneral  Practitioner  Service 


During  the  year  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  refused  the  Council’s 
request  for  a  more  comprehensive  Out-Patient  and  X-Ray  department  at  Butleigh 
Hospital,  Neighbouring  Councils  are  being  asked  to  join  a  further  request  for 
these  facilities  which  vdll  be  of  advantage  to  the  whole  surrounding  area,  - 
See  Appendix  "B", 

Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 

The  activities  of  this  Committee  are  similar  to  those  of  previous  years 
vd.th  a  social  club,  summer  outings,  house  visiting  and  meals  on  wheels,  A  new 
activity  has  been  added,  that  of  a  subsidised  chiropody  service  which  is  available 
to  all  old  people  who  pay  2/6d  for  the  service  of  the  Chiropodist  (5/-d  being 
added  to  this  by  the  County  Council), 

There  are  still  elderly  people  in  the  district  who  are  lonely  and  not 
visited  as  yetj  it  is  hoped  that  these  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Committee  by  anyone  who  knows  of  such  a  case  and  visits  arranged. 

Part  III  Accommodation 

Five  people  in  this  type  of  accommodation  have  been  admitted  from  Street^ 
The  nearest  accommodation  is  at  Fletcher  House,  Wells  and  Field  House,  Shepton 
Mallet, 

Ideally  there  should  be  a  small  unit  in  this  district  to  house  twelve 
residents  and ‘it  should  consist  of  centrally  heated  ground- floor  bed-sittingrooms 
(with  adjoining  bathrooms)  for  the  residents  opening  off  a  central  court  and 
joined  by  a  verandaj  a  warden’s  flat  and  communal  dining  room  and  sitting  room. 

This  type  of  accommodation  could  be  used  by  elderly  people  who  cannot  do  all 
their  own  housework  but  do  not  need  institutional  care.  This  would  lessen  the 
demand  for  Old  People’s  Bungalows  as  well. 

Factories 

Usual  routine  inspection  of  factories  have  been  made  during  the  year 
and  works  of  improvement  where  necessary  to  the  lavatory  accommodatinn  have  been 
carried  out.  Generally,  conditions  found  were  of  a  satisfactory  nature. 

Food  Hygiene 

Bakehouses,  canteens,  butchers’  shops,  fish  shops  and  restaurants 
were  visited  during  the  year. 

Although  food  premises  have  improved  during  the  year  and  the  general 
standard  of  shops  and  restaurants  is  satisfactory,  it  is  thought  that  food 
handlers  could  improve  their  own  personal  hygiene.  The  importance  of  clean 
hands  and  overalls,  not  smoking  whilst  preparing  food  and  always  washing  hands 
after  using  the  toilet,  cannot  be  over stressed, 

Martuarv 

.  t 

It  is  understood  that  a  new  private  mortuary  will  be  opened  early  in 
1961  and  that  the  Council  will  reach  agreement  with  the  owners  to  use  this  in 
future  and  close  the  one  at  the  Council  Offices  which  is  too  small. 

Parks 

Trouble  has  been  experienced  with  malicious  damage  securing,  particularly 
at  the  Conveniences  at  Merriman  Park  and  Woods  Batch, 

Further  clearance  work,  though  on  a  somewhat  reduced  scale,  was  carried 
out  on  Ivythorn  Hill,  This  area  becomes  more  pop\ilar  each  year. 

It  is  again  emphasised  that  childrens’  playgrounds  in  the  Bove  li^or 
Road  and  Glanvill  Road  areas  are  not  yot  equipped.  No  progress  on  these  has 
been  made  during  the  year,  In  Brooks  Road  negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the 
provision  of  a  play  area. 
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Somerset  Cnuntv  Association  for  the  Blind 


There  are  1S  registered  blind  people  in  Street  vvho  are  visited 
regularly  by  the  local  Home  Teacher*  The  learning  of  Braille  and  T-foon  are 
encouraged  as  well  as  handicrafts*  Social  events  are  arranged. 

Citizens  can  help  the  blind  by  friendly  visits  for  a  chat,  doing  errands, 
accompanying  them  for  walks  and  reading  to  them* 

Water  Supply 

The  year  generally,  in  relation  to  water  supply,  was  a  satisfactory 
one  due  to  the  very  wet  conditions  that  applied  to  the  majority  of  the  summer 
although  when  the  short  dry  spell  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  the 
consumption  increased  greatly  within  the  district* 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  Bristol  Waterworks  for  use  in  the 
Wells  Rural  District  again  Increased  during  the  year. 

All  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  chemical  analysis  were  satisfactory, 


Piped  supplies  -  results  of  samples  taken  for  analysis J- 
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The  number  of  burials  was  k5  (19  in  1959) 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  works  of  partial  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  works  continued 
during  the  year,  difficulties  were  encountered  as  a  result  of  weather  conditions. 
The  construction  of  two  of  the  percolating  filters  is  nearing  completion, 

Gcreenbank  Swimming  Pool 

Conditions  at  this  pool  during  the  year  continued  at  their  usual  high 
standard.  The  attendance  was  86,000  and  the  pool  provides  a  very  considerable 
asset  and  amenity  to  the  district. 

Housing 

Before  a  family  is  accepted  on  the  Housing  list,  a  member  of  the  family 
must  have  lived  in  Street  for  nine  months.  The  wait  from  the  time  a  family  goes 
on  the  list  to  thetime  when  it  moves  into  a  Council  house  varies  from  one  to  five 
years,  although  in  cases  of  need  it  may  be  as  short  as  six  months*  It  is, 
therefore,  usually  at  least  tvjo  years  before  a  family  is  housed. 


The  Housing  list  (January,  196l)  contains  8?  applications  for 
two-bedroomed  houses,  29  for  three-bedroomed  houses  and  four  for  four-bedroonied 
houses,  There  are  also  57  applications  for  Old  People’s  Bungalows, 

During  I960  2  Council  houses,  13  Old  People’s  B-ungalows,  9  economic 
rent  houses  and  two  flats  were  completed.  Both  bungalows  and  flats  are  being 
built  by  the  Council’s  Direct  Labour  force  which  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 
The  building  of  the  economic  rent  houses  at  Brajiiley  Road  and  the  flats  has  had 
almost  no  effect  on  reducing  the  housing  list. 

The  Council  propose  to  build  12  tvjo-bedroomed  and  12  three-bedroomed 
houses  and  30  Old  People’s  Bungalows  during  the  next  thi*ee  years.  This  is 
inadequate. 

About  26  Council  houses  and  20  Old  People’s  Bungalows  should  be  built 
each  year  for  the  next -three  years, 

]n  order  to  carry  out  this  programme  it  is  essential  that  the  present 
hand  to  mouth  policy  of  buying  land  for  Council  houses  shall  be  discontinued 
and  land  for  housing  shall  be  selected  three  years  ahead  of  requirement  and  shall 
be  acquired  using  compulsorily  purchase  if  all  other  methods  fail,  well  in 
advance  of  building  needs. 

The  Council  should  prepare  a  comprehensive  policy  for  modernising  all 
its  esixting  houses  by  the  provision  of  bathrooms  and  the  provision  of  hot-water 
systems  during  the  next  ten  years.  This  could  be  carried  out  at  first  on  request 
by  the  tenant  and  on  a  change  of  tenancy.  It  is  for  the  Council  to  give  a  lead 
in  this  matter. 

Throughout  the  town  houses  are  becoming  sub- standard  through  lack  of 
essential  repairs  and  modernisation  by  property  owners.  Tenants  should  be 
encouraged  to  report  housing  defects  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

A  greater  publicity  campaign  to  encourage  the  use  of  Council  grants 
in  the  modernisation  of  existing  property  is  needed. 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  District  -  2,1^2 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  owned  by  Local  Authority  -  659 

Houses  erected  during  year  for  all  purposes :- 

Local  Authority  -  30 

Private  Enterprise  -  47 

Bouses  in  course  of  erection  for  all  purposes :- 

Local  Authority  -  9 

Private  Enterprise  -  14 

Number  of  Post-War  houses  erected  from  1st  April,  1945  to  31st  Deconber,  1960:- 
By  Local  Authority  -  -  507 

By  Private  Enterprise  -  286 

Housing  programme  for  I960  for  all  purposes  -  24 

Houses  Required ;- 

(i)  To  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  -  Estimated  10 

(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding  -  Estimated  5 

(iii)  ,  For  other  purposes  -  100 

Improvement  Grants 

Number  of  applications  approved  during  year  -  5 
Number  of  explications  approved  in  respect 
of  owner/occupiers  during  year  -  3 

Food 

Milk 

Number  of  registered  distributors  -  4 

Number  of  registered  dairy  premises 

(other  than  Dairy  Farms)  -  6 

Samples  for  biological  and  Designated  Milk  examination  are  taken 
by  the  County  Council, 
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Ice  Cream 


Number  of  premises  registered  for:- 

Manufacture  and  retail  -  1 
Retail  only  -  23 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

Public  Cleansing 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  and,  together  with  trade  refuse,  it  is 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

The  system  of  refuse  collection  using  paper  sacks  instead  of  dustbins 
has  been  studied  during  the  year  and  the  cost  (£3,  SCO  yearly)  was  thought 
excessive. 

The  present  system  of  the  roadside  collection  of  dustbins,  which  on 
windy  days  results  in  refuse  blowing  along  the  roads  and  spoils  the  pleasant 
aspect  of  the  town  with  rows  of  unsightly  bins,  could  be  ciianged  to  a  back-door 
system  of  collection  at  extra  expenditure  from  the  rates.  The  cost  has  been 
estimated  to  be  double  that  of  the  present  system, 

Slaught  erhou  sc  s 

Slaughtering  continued  during  the  year  in  the  two  slaughterhouses  in 
bhe  district  and  upwards  of  300  visits  have  been  made  and  100^  inspection  carried 
cut. 

Both  slaughterhouses  are  being  modernised  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
taking  effect  from  1 st  January,  1961, 

Although  these  slaughterhouses  are  well  kept,  it  is  not  advisable  to 
have  slau^terhouses  in  a  housing  area  and  if  at  any  future  date  they  could  be 
closed  and  a  central  slaugjiterhouse  away  from  houses  coiild  be  provided,  it  would 
be  desirable. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  years- 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Tiambs 

Pigs 

< . 

Horses 

Nmber  killed  (if  known) 

212 

— 

23 

669 

651 

- 

Number  inspected 

212 

23 

669 

651 

All  diseases  exccot  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

and  Cysticorci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease. other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

u. 

15 

9 

6.6% 

2,1^ 

1.3^ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

.mx 

Nil 

IZ 

o^h.% 

1.8^ 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 

refrigeration 

I 

r  n _  -1  •  -.j  _  j'  _ 1 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

j  Generalised  and  totally  condemned  NIT 


z 


— 

Cattle  : 

excluding 
cows 

— 

Cows 

■  . . . 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1 

■Icrses 

VJeight  of  meat  condemned  (in  lbs, ) 
for 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Cysticercosis  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

(c)  Other 

Total  (in  lbs, )  condemned 

58 

— 

147 

Total 

205 

3920 

3920 

200 

72 

76 

348 

1  4178 

i 

1 

72 

223 

4473 

Tinned  jyfeat  66 

Other  foods  tinned  _ ^6 


Totnl  4635 

1 ,  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


1  Premises 

1 

(1) 

No,  on 

PrifTT  CJ+'.OT*  J 

Number  of 

1  J*  0  u  ox 

\  . 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3j  4  and  6  arc  to  be  enfor¬ 
ced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  erifprced  by  the  Local 
Authdritios  (.excluding  out-  . 
workers  nremises) 

12 

200 

4  verbal 

4  written 

nil 

17 

285 

4  verbal 

2  written 

_ 

J 

Toia] ^ 22 ^ L£5 ! IB ! nil 

Out-workers  135 

Total  IT5 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

- (4^ 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No,  of  cases  in 
which  prosecut¬ 
ions  were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

C2). 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref( 

to  H.I'i, 
Inspector 
(4) 

arred 
by  H,TI. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S, 1 ) 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 
treasonable  tcanuerature 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

CS*4) 

12 

12 

Minor  poi 

its  which  wei 

'e  Immediately 

remedied. 

Generally  , 

conditions 

found  wer( 

3  isciL'Xsf^A  tuJ 

7 

Unsuitable  or  defeex-ive 
Sanitary  conveniences  (S*7 

2 

2 

Total  14  14  2 

Number  of  out-workers  in  August  list  required  by  Section  110  (c) 


Nature  of  work  -  Wearing  apparel*  -  137  workers. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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APPENDIX  "A" 


Vital  Statiptios  and  causes  of  Death 


Live  births  (59  male  59  female) 

118 

ni'egitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

2.41 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  population 

18.38 

Still-births 

0 

Infant  deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age 

1 

Infant  mortality  rate 

8.47 

Comparability  Factor  Births 

0.96 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000  population 

9.33 

Comparability  Factor  Deaths 

0.98, 

'.1:01363 

of  Death 

Ifele 

Female 

Total 

All  causes 

34 

28 

62 

10 

Ffelignant  Neoplasm  stomach 

2 

2 

11 

”  "  lung,  bronchus 

2 

2 

12 

”  "  breast 

1 

1 

13 

"  "  uterus' 

2 

2 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

4 

5 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  neirvous  system 

4 

8 

12 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

10 

1 

11 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

3 

1 

4 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

1 

5 

22 

LifLuenza 

1 

1 

24 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

0 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

1 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

5 

6 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

34 

i'Jl  other  accidents 

1 

1 

35 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 
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APPENDIX  "B" 


STPET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
IVSMDRANDUM  BY  THE  MEDICAL  CFFICER  OF  HEAIiTH 

People  in  Street  have  to  travel  to  Bridgivater,  12^  mileS|  or  Taunton, 

22  miles,  for  hospital  out~patient  facilities  and  casualties  are  taken  to 
Bridgwater  automaticallyo  Butleigh  Hospital  is  3^  miles  from  Street,  4  miles 
from  Glastonbuiy  and  about  Ui  mf.les  from  Somerton®  It  has  25  bods,  including 
10  matemitv,  and  the  following  out-patients  s- 

Nbnthlv  -  Surgical,  E,N,  T,  and  Modical; 

Fortnightly  -  Obstetric  and  Gynej  and 

Weekly  -  a  General  Practitioner  Surgical, 

Doctors  are  requested  not  to  send  cases  requiring  pathelogical  and 
X-fey  investigation  to  the  out-patients  as  those  facilities  are  not  available 
at  the  hospital.  Thus,  the  use  of  Butleigh  Hospital  for  out-patients  is 
considerably  less  than  is  usual  at  Cottage  Hospitals, 

The  General  Practitioners  in  Glastonbury  and  Street  who  attend  Butleigh 
Hospital  have  over  17/000  N,H,  S,  patients  under  their  care  and,  including  patients 
in  the  Keinton  Mandoville  and  Somerton  Area  served  by  other  doctors,  the  total 
number  of  patients  from  the  area  around  Butleigh  is  over  20,000, 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  new  X-Ray  Department,  to  replace  the 
existing  one,  is  being  built  at  Wells  Cottage  Hospital  although  the  General 
Practitioners  attending  this  hospital  have  only  12,500  patients  on  their 
N,  H,  S,  lists,  X-Ray  Departments  exist  at  ]yB.nchead,  Bridgwater,  Wells,  Shepton 
I&llet,  Fromo  and  Paulton  Hospitals,  In  fact,  Butleigh  Hospital  is  the  only  one 
in  this  area  without  an  X-Ray  Department, 

It  is  felt  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  people  in  Street, 
Glastonbury,  Somerton  and  the  villages  surrounding  Butlei^  to  attend  there  for 
out-patients  rather  than  having  to  travel  further  afield.  The  ,*bus  service  to 
Butlei^  is  almost  non-existent  but  it  is  thou^t  that  more  people  could  be 
collected  in  their  family  or  a  friend's  car  than  arc  willing  to  travel  the  greater 
distance  to  Bridgwater,  Also,  the  ambulance  cars  vjould  have  much  less  mileage 
to  cover. 

To  provide  those  out-patient  services  at  Butleigh  would  probably  involve 
building  on  to  the  existing  hospital  extra  room  for  out-patients,  also  the 
provision  of  X-Ray  equipment  and  probably  extra  staff  would  be  required.  The 
X-Ray  Department  would  need  to  be  staffed  only  on  a  part-time  basis  as  there 
would  not  be  sufficient  work  for  a  full-time  radiographer.  This  would  mean  that 
a  full  casualty  service  could  not  be  provided  at  Butleigh  although  many  cases 
at  present  attending  Bridgwater  Hospital  for  X-Rays  for  minor  fractures  and 
injuries  could  be  dealt  with  at  Butleigh  with  the  co-operation  of  the  General 
Practitioner  sij  I 

It  is  thou^t  that  surgical,  modical.  Orthopaedic,  pediatrics,  E,  N,  T, , 
opthalmic  and  chest  clinics  could  be  provided  fortnightly  and  this  would  mean  less 
waiting  for  people  in  the  area  and  would  also  enable  General  Practitioners  to 
attend  with  their  own  patients  for  disciission  with  the  specialists  which  is  of 
great  benefit  to  all  three  parties.  Also,  the  provision  of  an  X-Ray  Department 
would  enable  doctors  in  the  area  to  arrange  X-Rays  directly  with  the  Department 
Instead  of,  as  at  present,  having  to  go  through  a  consultant  and  out-patients  at 
Bridgwater  or  Taunton,  This  again  means  qviicker  service  for  the  patients  and 
enables  the  doctor  to  take  fuller  care  and  to  take  greater  interest  in  his  own  cases. 
It  is  the  policy  of  the  FB-nlstry  of  Health  and  the  British  Ifedical  Association  to 
provide  all  General  Practitioners  with  direct  access  to  X-Ray  Departments,* 

There  would,  of  course,  be  considerable  capital  expense,  probably  around 
£5,000,  in  providing  these  facilities  and,  of  course,  a  running  cost,  but  this 
should  be  balanced  against  the  convenience  to  local  residents.  Although  staffing 
is  difficult  at  present,  it  is  felt  that  providing  these  extra  facilities  might 
encourage  staff  applicants. 


K  J.  FORTH 
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